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A standard reference in the home health market, HANDBOOK OF HOME HEALTH STANDARDS &

DOCUMENTATION: GUIDELINES FOR REIMBURSEMENT includes everything the home care

nurse needs to effectively document care based on accepted professional standards. For each of

the more than 60 clinical problems included, this handbook offers detailed standards and

documentation guidelines including ICD-9-CM diagnostic codes, service skills, factors justifying

homebound status, outcomes and goals, discharge plans, and specific tips for reimbursement.

Widely known as the "little red book," the fourth edition has been thoroughly updated and expanded

to include new guidelines on trauma and ventilator care, basic assessment tools, OASIS

considerations, up-to-date coding, information on the Propsective Payment System (PPS)

guidelines, and the most recent government .
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I have the 4th edition (at this time is the most recent edition in print) and as a psych home care

nurse, this little, portable wealth of knowledge has helped me validate to management, as well as to

public health and other surveyors, the range in situations that qualify "homebound status" for

psychiatric patients. Throughout the book there are samples provided to support a variety of

situations that help the nurse better understand, and therefore more accurately report, on each

sector of the OASIS forms. Medicare regulations are explained in detail, and I learned information

that I had not known in the 14 years I have been doing mental health home care nursing. The



manual provides a history and background of homecare, its evolution, provides an overview of

documentaion, including the importance of coding, and its significance in home care. Also, valuable

tips on improving the nursing visit, setting achievable goals, managing the case, and the guidelines

for care for all the home care disciplines, are provided, so the nurse can be knowledgable regarding

the roles of the other disciplines. There is a great resource section at the end of the book, and home

care definitions, roles, and abbreviations are delineated in this manual as well. All home care codes

are listed.With the often-confusing regulations and data gathering tools out there, at least we on the

front lines have this portable manual to help us sort out our assessments and evaluations into the

accurate coding and leveling criteria that supports what we do, what we observe, and allows for the

appropriate revenue to support the levels of care our patients require.
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